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Operational Report
Lessons Learned
Headquarters 6/27th Artillery
Period Ending 31 Jul 1969

-cp'_:.'l

LR L AT

Al

.| 2o Jn_.-'Ell -l

et

-

-



DELLASIFIED i e 2
ﬁ;r’l _:|.“| t : --_ ;

i el

|
o 4 NFIDENTIAL

AVEGC-DST (& Aug 69) 4th nu \‘\
SYBJECT: Operaticmal Rasport of 6th Sattalion, 27th astillery (UIG: ¥ALBAA) |
for Pericd Evding 31 July 1965, RCS CSFOR-65 (B1) (¥} g SEP 1988

HEADCUARTERS, UMITED STATES ARMY, VIETRAM, APC San Framciseo 96373

TC: Ceoomgnder in ﬂhtﬂ, tnited States army, Pacific, ATTH: OROP-IT,
APD 95.!}3

luldq-ﬂt‘m hae veviewed the Operational Report-lessons Learned for the
goarterly pariod onding 31 July 1969 from Beadgquarters, Gth Bartslion, 27th
Artillery and concurs with the report as indorsed.
FOR THE COMMARDER: .

L

Cy fuxms . J. "Ju'llr".l.”}i‘-.'
oth Bu, 27ch Aty ILT, AGL
II FFV . ~ hssistant Adjutant, General

MFR: ORLL was staffed through:

03 OPMS:  MAJ Weaver/ /4636
Gl LTC Yellman/a455

ACTION OFFICER: MaAJ KOWAR/rad/&433
CONCURRENCE/NCNCCHCURRENCE: Kot required. (43

guitable for Comnmander's Bortes: Yes/He.
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AVPRE-BE-E (2 Sep £0) 32 Iné
ETRJEOE: Oparstiomal Report of &tk Bettalion. 276h Artillery (Ui0¢  aficih!
Period Bading 3t July 1969, 803 CSPCE-£5 (RI) (U)
B, BQ II FPORCEY, ATO San Framssiasco 96266 O SEP 1338
THED: Commanding dsmersl, U8 Awny Tistmem, APPH: AVEDC{DST), LFC 96173
Commander-To~Chied, B8 dray Pacifis, 1TPE; OFCP-DT, ABD 96558

e P0: - Assistent Chiefl of B%afT for Yoree Dewelopent. Deparioest o ins
B " drmy, Washingtom, 2.0C. 20315

iy . ¥
= This beadguarters has reviowsd ssd concurm with the Operatioosl kaport -
: Lageons Lesrmed of the &tk Datialien, 2Ttk driillery for the perisdl endlog
31 Jaly 1969, se indorsed.
. TOE THE CCMDMAWDER:
5 ' B.G. MACDONALD
L LT AGS
BiL Last 4G
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFB-FAC (8 dug 69) 24 Ieat
SUBJECT: CUperatiocal Heport of the 6th Battellec. <71 47 .
for Pericd Ending J1 July 196%, RCS «SKCE-E5 .U
D4, HRADQUARTERS, IT FIELD PORCE VIETHAM ABTILLERT, APC 950t gy iu.
r
T0: Jommanding Oegersl, II Fleld Fores Tietcan, ATTH AVFRI.E 470 -

Toe quartarly report of the 6Hth Battalion, 27%h Artlliery musouat-')
raflectz the opsratlons aod lessgus leeraed during the pepori. - oo

FUR THE CGOMMANTEH:

7 NOV 1369
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| ;;Il;tﬂ*{‘ m o of &th m 2 Artilery, (UIC: UATSAA)
] ; H
Feriod Snding 31 Suly 1999, (&1} (0}

DA, Beedquerters, 2332 irtiliery Group, APD GE289, 21 August 1340

0! Manistent Chdel of Staff for Foroe Develomsms
Departuemt of the Ay, Washimgiem, D.GC.

T Flald Fores Vietass Ertillisry
T ETi0, Ak 96ss

mem vevisus] the Operational Repert for tog
mmnmm.mmmmmq.°
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mm:.mm Coneme, Additiomally, wooden
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sge areas to firing pesitiens,

‘b. htmh-thl; m:;: Emwomozr, This HBesdquarters
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FORM

SURIECT
i.."'l...ln..a E-I:'..:l"'q_.rli;
CRIL for the 6th

< Faa u% thils form, ses AR 345-1%) fhe progoncnt ogency is The Adjusant Gensral's Difics.
REFEREMICE [+ = F1.TT5T)

.
Hattalien, 27th Artillery

TO
Surgoon

1 September 1959.

AVHSUOF (11 Sep £9)

IC: ACofs, Gf

ATTH: AVHCA-P

FOR THE SURGECH:

L BT T B Y -
Ham 4 {3 &

section II, page 8, paragraph g.
in Appendix ILI, USARV Memorandum 525-15 to reach this office ATTN:

FROM
ACold, &L

"*TE 41 sep 169
LT Yellman/ojj/Lbss

1. Referenmce the attached CRIL for the &th Battslion, 2Tth Artillery.

2. Request your comments/recomsendations concerning Evacuated Hedical Patiemts,
Information is requested in the format specified

AVHGA=P MLT Co3

éﬁﬁaﬁﬁ; L TibiTicek.

S ST

volcnel | GBS
ACafd, GL

FrOM: Surgecon

S: 14 Bep &5

DATE: 15Sep 69 (M7 2
CPT Serslieker/ s/ 4114

Aelference item concerning Evacuasted Mediecal Fatients page &, section II. Conoc
G ur
with para 2b, 1st Ind, Headguarters, 23d Artillery G‘;‘Q‘l.l.p. ’ )

DA 1?::': n*2456
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Resrodisond [roen |l Unciocaiod § Dachinpid Hokings of e Hatng) Anchives

=% . CONFIDENTIAL
LY W
AVEEC-08
SUBJECT: Analysis and Evalustion of Operational Reports - Lessons Learned for
&th Bn, 27th Arty
T0: Ghief, DST Div FROM: Chier, Opns Div pATE: 19 SEP ™" cur 2
ke MAJ Weaver/ iht /L5636
Heference item concermdng Frojo Carts for 8" and 175mm Frojectiles, page 7, para-
graph 2b{1); 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2a. Concur with 1st Indorsement. No action
by USARPAC or DA is recommended,
2 Inc.f ﬁm MIDDLETOH, %
as LIC,; GS
Chief, Upns Div
QAGofs, GI
FROTECYTVE MARYTENS ¥MAY BE

CANCELLED Wil SEPARATED

e ossenm wrsziak CONFIDENTIAL
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AVHGA-P (11 Sep £9)
SUBJECT: ORLL for the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery

TC. ACofS, G-3 FROM: ACofS, G-1 pATE1 7 SEP B6%p 7 2
LTC Yellman/cjjf4455

Subject ORLL has been reviewed and comment on the only item in G-1 area of
interest ig furnigshed in comment 2.

&
Z Inrcl T/E;/FDS TER

nc Colanel, G5
ACofs, G-1

BESEANED

COi IEIDENTIAL PRARERIL), 1



: : CONEIDENTIAL

: DEPARTMENT CF THE ARMY
HEADCUARTERS &TH BATTALION 27TH ARTILIERY
APCG San Francisco 96590

ANGE-YC B August 1969

SUBJECT Operationdl Repert of &th Eattalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
-Pariod Ending 31 July 1969; RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

SEE DISTRIEUTION

1, (&) I Oper i b gant fotivities

8. Eepmogelr

(1) The 6th Battallon, 27th Artillery remained assigned to the 23d
Ertillery Groupi The organie katteries of the battalion were not detached
during this perdod. Battery Fy 16th Artillery remained attached to this
Battalion, .

[2]'15 At the end of the reporting period the assigned personnel strength
of the battalion, including Batiery F, 1éth irtillery was under the author-
1ezed strengthi’ The following shortages exist in the prescribed grades:

L

uos POSTPION AVTHORIZED 4SSTCNED
1384 Cunner 18 14
13B4 : Sectlon Chief 23 19
&304 Motor Sergeant b 3
13EL, Cperatlon & Intelligence 12 8

(3) The morale of the battalion remained high with the Rl program
the biggest marals booster. The following is a breakdown of the hER
allecationa:

DCWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DD DIRECTIVE 5200,10

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVOE-YC 8 hugust 1969
SUBJECT: Operationsl Report of &th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Period Ending 31 July 1949, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U} -

e M Eugmﬂaad EJMHH-:Q
Hawadl 16 16 16 16 21 15
Tekyo . . 2 2 0 0 o 0
Hm:ﬂﬁmg. 2 2 2 2 0 &)
Bangkok 10 10 7 6 1 7
Sydney 12 21z 11 9 8 g
*  Euela Lumpur 0 0 0 ] 0 0
Taiped 1 1l L 1 2 2
Singapore 2 . o 0 2 2
In-Country L L b b 2 2

(L) Thers were no significant morale or disciplinary problems. There
were no Courts-Martial during thie guarter. Artiele 15 punishment was
admiristered as shown:

MAY JUNE JULY

iy : i3 8 18

{5) There were 3 KIA and 22 WIA due to hostile action during the re-
porting pericd. This iz an increase of 3 KIA and 9 WIA over the last re-
perting pordled,

{6) fwards and decorations presented to members of this command include
1'1lsgion of Merit, 1 Mistinguished Flying Cross Medal, B Bronze Star Medals
(Valer), 1 Bremze Star Medal (Achievement), 26 Bronze Star Medals (Service),
12 Alr Modals, 28 Army Commendation Medals (Valer), 3 Army Commendation
Medals (Achievement), 37 Army Commendation Medals (Servics) and 25 Purple
Hegrta, .

(7) Religious eervices were ided by chaplains from the 1st Imfantry
Division and st Cav Division (4M) for 211 units.

2

CQNF—'\DEMT%AL
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“CONFIDENTIAL

AVGE-YC g hAugust 1969
SUBJECT: Cperational Heport of &th Battalion, 27th artillery (UIC: WAISAa)
Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS GSFOR-65 (RI) (i)

b. Operationpi

(1) At present the batteries of the battalion are located as shown
oW .

Battery 4, 6/27 Artillery, IT 80999032, uan Loi
Battery B, £/27 drtillery, YU 14260726, Fhuoc Binh
Battery C, 6/27 Artillery, XT $708496%5, Fhucc Vinh
Battery F, 16th Artillery, XT 82209130, Quan Leoi
HEB, 6/27 Artillery, IT 80989031

Service Battery, &1‘5’? Artillery, YT QL5096

At the beginning of the peried, the mission of each firing battery was:

3
Battery A, 6/27 Artillery, GS-R 1lst Inf Division Artillery
Battery B, 6/27 Artillery, G5 II FFCROCEV
Battery C, 6/27 Artillery, G5 II FFORCEV
Battery Fy l&th Artillery, GS5-E lst Inf Division Artillery

{2) During this period the battalicn participated in several cperatiens
and displaced units as indicated below:

(a) On 11 May, Battery F, 16th irtillery displaced three (3) 155mm how-
itzers to Thien Ngon to support o classified operation in that area. Al-
though this mission was sborted, Battery F was givéen the mission of rein-
forcing /15 Artillery and remained at Thien Hgon for five (5) days. The
platecn roturned to Quan Lol the aftsrnoon of 15 May 1969.

(b) Om 12 May £9, the 8" howitzer platoon, Battery A, 6/27 irty moved
from LZ "JOB' (XT 6266} to 12 "1™ (XT 8190) by cinvey, There was no
change in =issicn,

{c} On 15 May a platoon of 155mm howltzers frem Battery P, 16th irtil-
lery wes airlifted to Ba Dep Special Forcee Camp (XU 9627) to be in Direct
Support of a Camp Strike Foroe Cperation, The platocn consisting of twe (2)
guns, neither of which were of the group that hed Just retwmned from Thien
ligon, recelved a tactical emorgency missicn to mowve at 1500 hours and had the
first of thirteen (13) C-123 sorties in the air at 1630 hours. With speed
and precisicn gained from numerous such moves, the men of Battery F had the
lpst sortie on the ground at the new locaticn at 1830 hours. The platocn
cecupded the rosition rapidly, was laid and registered by 1800 howrs, and
maintained comstant peadiness throughout the operation while contimually
impreving their firing pesition, The cperaticn terminated on 19 May, and

3 :
COHFIDENTIAL
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CONFEIDENTIAL

AVGE-YC 8 xugust 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of éth Battalien, 27th Artillery (VIC: WALSAA)
Feriod Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFCR-65 (RI) (U)

the platcon immediately prepared to suppert a second Camp Strike Foree Cpor-
ation, Tho Civilisn Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) force with a forward ob-
server frem this battalion cenducted cperaticms decp into enemy held jungle.
idlthough the foaree did not establish contact with MVA/VC Ferces, valusble
information was gathered from extensive ground reconnsissance of the aroa
and bosb demage assossment of recent B-52 bembing missicns, During this
period all elasses of supplies were flown by C-130 aircraft from Bien Hoa to
Bu Dep. On 30 May 1969, the platcon returned te Quan Leod by C-130 alreraft.

(d) ©n 12 May at 0100 hours, Quan Loi Base Camp received an intense mor-
tar/APC attack follewed by a ground attack. Although attacked directly by
VC infiltraters, Hesdguarters Battery and Battery & fought bravely. Gel-
lantly defonding their guns and position areas by rapidly deploying reaction
forcas, both battories successfully repulsed the enemy attack; kdlling five
{5) VC ard ¢apturing large quantities of munitions and equipment. At approx-
imately 0330 hours, Battery B, located at Phuoc Binh, came under a heavy
ground attack., Early detoction of two (2) attacking columms of VC and rapid
deployment of artillerymen arcund the camp perimeter stopped the main attack.
The battery provided self-illumination with its 8lom mortars. Twenty-elght
(28) VC were killed in the perdmoter wire, twe (2) VO surrendered, and large
guantities of arms and equipment were captured to include flasme throwers,
redios, and bangalore terpedoss. & coreful search of the area found a VC
Command Post and wire lines indicating a well coordinated VC attack had boen
defeated,

(o) ©n & June, an intonse mortar/RFG attack followed by a ground attack
was directed at Quan Loi Base Camp. Hesdquarters Battery snd Battery A again
deployed reacticn forces that prevented ponetration into the battery arcas
although the base camp perimeter wire had been breached, Ten (10) NVA wore
killed short of the battery wire, arms and munitions were found nearby, and
four (4) NVA WIA, which were captured.

{£) Ca 23 Juno, the &th Battalien, 27th Artillery assumed thoe responsi-
bility for the AWCC at Quan Loi and srtillery portion of the base dofonse.
Concurrent with the placement of the 1lth Armored Cavalry Regiment CFCON
to the lst Cav Division (AM) on 23 Jume 69, the 6/27 irty's mission of G5
II FFORCEV and G5B, let Cav Division aArtiliery was modified, Due to proxim-
ity of 6/27 irty to 11th ACR this battalion was tasked with the added miseion
of coordinating the fires of the 1llth JCR organic howitzer batterdcs and the
Tires af batterice of the 230 Arty Group positioned within the Tactical drea
of Responsibility of the 11th ACR, Direct ccordinaticn and lisison was co-
tablishod with the lst Cav Division (AX) irtillery. On 27 June, the respen-

sibility for t portion of the base defense was transforred to the
1st Battalicn Fﬂti, a1 ri-':.inm.

L
CONFIDENTIAL
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aﬁ!ﬂ ; 8 August 1969

SUBJECT: Cperaticnal Repert of &th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSIA)
Period Ending 31 duly 1989, RCS CSPOR-65 (RI) (U)

(g} ©n 23 June, the lst Infantry Ddvision departed from Quan Led, pase~
ing -respensibility for the area to the lst Cav Divisien (AM). The missicn
of Battery iy 6/27 .xty and Battery ¥, 16th .rty was changed to GSR, 1st Cav
Divisien {ms Artillery. The miseicn of Battery B and Battery C remained
G5 II FFORCEV:

(h) .On"31 July, 175mm Gun Flatecon, Battery C, 6/27 Arty displaced by
convoy from Fhooc Vinh (Camp Gorvad) fer a "HIP SHOOT® in the vicinity of
Grid YT 030631, The missicn of the 175mm Gun Platoon was GSR, lst Cav Divi-
sion (&) ortilleryi The platoon placed eighty (80) rcunds on suspect base
camps in the vicinity of Grid ¥T 2474, The platoon returned to Phuce Vinh
before nightfall the same day.

¢ (i)' Throughout the pericd two (2) forward chserver partiva were provided.
Cne (1) PO party was provided to the CIDG for an cperation at Bu Dop in the
northern portich of the 1II CTZ from 24 May to 30 May 69, 2nd one (1) FO party
was to the 22nd LRVN iirborne éperating throughout Tey Minh Protince
from 27 My to 79 July 69,

(3) The following mumber of missions were fired with the total zmounts
of smmmition eXpended as indicated:

1T MISSICHS PIRED AMMUNITION EXPEMDED
1551 17oed @
Battery i, 6/27 irty 28445 EOO5 3679
Battery B, 6/27 irty 2245 3407 2998
Battery €, 6/27 Arty 2300 3058 3585
Battery F, 16th irty 61 1,162 !
d NORALS1 10 EOF 1,162 10,470 10,162
¢, Iraining,

{1) The menthly combat evaluations of each firdng battery FIC has con-
tinwed. As & resull, the proficlency of the FDC's has improved considerably,

{2) The battalion received M=14 rifles during the reporting pericd and
initiated a training program for the Smooth transiticn from the M-14 rifls,

(3) In-Country replacoment training centinues to be conducted by the
batterise within seven (7) days of the new individual replacement's arrival.

5
CONFIDENTIAL
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m: Operaticnal Heport of &th Battallem, 27th irtillery {ﬁlgﬂ:léﬁ
Pericd Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)
(L) Mandatory Training Subjects:

SUBJECT REQUIRED HOURS  HOURS COVERED
Ceemand Information
Goneva Convention

. Safety
irped Forces Censorship
‘Character Guidance
Wospon Familinrizaticn
Survival, Byasion, =nd Eecape

Firing Crew-Eerved Weapono

= B oo w wr w e R

Madieal Training

d. Intelligemce,

(1) During the reporting period aerial cbservers of this battalien flew
169 TR mlesions conoisting of 366 hours, 302 significant sightings resulted
in 101 fire missions comducted by the battalion's earial ebservers.

. (2) Target swveillance credited the battalien with 100 confirmed enesy
killed by artillery (KBA) and 38 (pcssible) enemy kdlled by artillery (KBa).
Euﬁitimﬂ.ng the attack against hard target complexes the battalion destroyed
306 bunkers.

{3) The following security clearances wore granted or validated during
the reporting pericd, Top Secret (clearances walidated - 7), Secret (clear-
ances validated - AD), Pinal Secret (clesrances granted - £2), Confidential
{clearances granted - 3).

e. Logistics ond Maintenance. This unit engaged in ncrmal supply,
esintenance, and smmunition support and service activities during the report-
ing pericd, Daily alir resupply of all classes of supply was made to Battery
B, 6/27 irty throughout the period, During May &9, one plateon, (3 - 155m
howitzers) of Battery F, 16th Arty received supplies as needed by air while
located at Bu Dop. :

f. Organigaticn, None
6

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONEIDENTIAL

ATGE-TC £ August 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 27th irtillery (UIC: WAlSAa)
Poricd Ending 31 July 1949, RCS CSFCR-65 (RI) (U)

g« Other,

(1) Medical. The health of the command continues te bte goed. BEmphasis
was placed on' sanitation and the prevention of melaria through classes con-
cucted by the Battalion Surgeon. Clesses were =lso presented on vonersal
diseanos, The medleal nom—effective rate was minimal,

(2) Civie pcticm.

{a) The civic sction program was quite active during this od. In
addition to the three (3) schecls, five (5) orphenages and two (2} scout
troops, the battalion has picked up three (3) new projects. Service Battery
adepted an orphanage to aid and rebuild; Battery C assisted in the construc-
tion of a refugee village? and Headquarters, A,and F/16 Batteries werked
with the Binh Long Provines Hospital fo'bring better care to the petients.

(b} Large gquantitiss of food were distributed to the schocls and crphan-
ages along with schocl supplies, beoks, pencils, and crayoms,

(e} s & result of the incressed eramy activity, only Battery C has had
a contimuing MEDCAP progrem, However, the battalicn aid station has an cpen
door policy to sll Vietnamese laborers and hes treated over 935 Vietnamese
and Meatagnard eivilisns,

(3) Cossunications. During the latber part of May 1949, this crganiza-
tion received five (5) Hadio Teleiype Sets AN/GRC-142, re five (5)
AN/GRG-4E sots on hand, The new equipment incorperstes the AN/GRC-106 Sin-
gle Sideband Radio, permitting more accurate metting over a greater rangoe
than pessible with the AN/GRC-4L6. These radio sets sre alsc equipped with
air cenditicnors, which should inereass oquipment life by cutting down om
heat desapge and envircrmental damage.

2, (C) SECTION 2. Iass t diar s ticns, E ki
and Hocommendnticns.

a, Fersonmel, Newe

b. Operaticns. ("Frojo Carts for 8" and 175=m Prcjectiles).

{1) OBSERVATION. Many sccldents can be avelded through the use of
"projo carts® to transport aamundtion, The uee of & "proje cart™ eliminates
possible damage to the round itself cor to harndling personnel.

(2) EVALUATICH. During wet weathor and/or nighttime cperaticns, projecs
tiles may be dropped because thoy are slippery cor bechuse the amsunition hand-

?
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YIGE-TC% 8 august 1969
L SUEJECT: - Operaticmal Repert of 6th Battalicn, 27th artillery (UIC: WALS4s)
Peried Ending 31 July 1969, RGS CSFOR~65 (R} (U)

: ler tripe over an unseen cbject. Many psrsconel accidents and possible artil-
lery ineidents due to premsturs bursts can be prevented through the use of
FProjo Garts® to trensport rounda,

(3) HECOMMEMDATION. That this informstion be disseminated te all Field
drtiliery units,

Ce ‘I_tairﬁ.gg. “Heme
-::1T Intelligenes. HNone
2, Lopistics and Maintengnoe. Hone

f. Crganigation. MNema
# Z. Othsr, Evacumated Medical Fatients

(1) OBSERVATICN. Over the past several menths the medical secticn has
hat a particular problem with the follow=up of hespitalized patients.

(2) EVALUATION. Once the patients are tsken frem the battery area it
may be several days to a week-before the battalion is netified where the
patient is or hie dispositicn. One (1) of the battalien's medics is assigned
the task of visiting the hospitals in the Leng Binh srea daily. Zven this
has not been s total scluticn to the problem. Self-addressed snwelepes have
besn sant with the patients, but again the resulte have been pocr.

(3) EBECCMMEWDATION. That cne (1) individual from each majer ccmmand be
agsigned as a lialsecn between the hospitals and the majeor command. His du-
ties would be to notify the major command of the disposition of the patients,
The major command eculd then notify the subgrdinate units of their perscn-
rel's dispositdon,

' ;f?‘g RML__%T __,." .1.-.'-“":
LEONAED F.5. REED JH.S L A

LTC, Fi
Commanding

DISTRIBUTICN:

2 = Commander-In=-Chiaf, United States Jroy Paedifie

3 = Commanding Genersl, Undted States drmy Vietnam

2 = Commarding General, II Field Ferce Vietnam Artillery
6 = Commanding Officer, 23D Jwtillery Group

g
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